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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
extensive consideration of US Patent 5,760,917 to Sheridan in view of US Patent US 
6,61 1,613 B1 to Kang. 

3. Regarding Claims 1 , 11, 1 9, 29 & 31 , Sheridan discloses a method, system and 
computer program for image sharing, (Abstract), comprising: 

defining a sharing rule that specifies with which one or more recipients 
images are shared based on identifying information, (Col. 5, lines 7-18); 
and 

applying identifying information associated with the image to the sharing 
rule to determine the one or more recipients with which the image should 
be shared, (Col. 5, lines 19-42; Col. 10, lines 61-67 & Col. 11, lines 1-59), 
making the same available to said recipients, (Col. 4, lines 25-67 & Col. 5, 
lines 1-45). 

4. Though Sheridan discloses indexing and sharing digital images associated with 
identification information entered by the user, Sheridan does not specifically enumerate 
the use of face recognition technology. Kang discloses face recognition technology, 
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which technology obviously includes means for analysis of image to determine face and 
association of face identification information to the image corresponding to the 
determined face. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention by Applicant to incorporate the use of face recognition technology into the 
Sheridan image distribution method and system as noted within Kang, which 
enumerates the fact that image indexing is one field, which highly regards face 
recognition technology, (Col. 1, lines 26-30). Thus, Claims 1, 1 1, 19, 29 & 31 are found 
to be unpatentable in light of the combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 

5. Regarding Claims 2, 6, 12, 16, 20 & 24, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a 
method, system and computer program for image sharing, further comprising: 
determining the (face) identifying information/data associated with the image using a 
(face) recognition/conversion technique, (Sheridan - Col. 5, lines 7-45), in conjunction 
with a database of (face) information, (Sheridan - Abstract; Col. 2, lines 20-67; Col. 3, 
lines 1-15; Col. 4, lines 25-61 ; Col. 10, lines 61-67; & Col. 11, lines 1-59). Examiner 
notes that indexing digital image information using face recognition technology 
obviously reads upon identification information stored in a database of image 
information. Thus, Claims 2, 6, 12, 16, 20 & 24 are found to be unpatentable in light of 
the combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 

6. Regarding Claims 3, 13 & 21, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a method, 
system and computer program for image sharing, further comprising: determining the 
(face) identifying information associated with the image by a user identifying a (face) in 



Application/Control Number: 09/912,427 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2143 

the image, (Sheridan - Col. 5, lines 34-42). Thus, Claims 3, 13 & 21 are found to be 
unpatentable in light of the combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 

7. Regarding Claims 4, 14 & 22, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a method, 
system and computer program for image sharing, further comprising: automatically 
making the image available to the determined one or more recipients, (Sheridan - Col. 
5, lines 7-64). Thus, Claims 4, 14 & 22 are found to be unpatentable in light of the 
combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 

8. Regarding Claims 5, 15 & 23, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a method, 
system and computer program for image sharing wherein making the image available 
comprises at least one of automatically sending a copy of the image to the determined 
one or more recipients by email and automatically sending a link to the image on a Web 
site to the determined one or more recipients, (Sheridan - Col. 5, lines 7-64). Thus, 
Claims 5, 1 5 & 23 are found to be unpatentable in light of the combined teachings of 
Sheridan in view of Kang. 

9. Regarding Claims 7, 17, 25, 30 & 32, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a 
method, system and computer program for image sharing wherein the image comprises 
at least one of a digital photo and a digital video, (Sheridan - Col. 4, lines 3-47). 
Examiner notes that digital video would be obvious in light of the teaching of digital 
images generally as a digital video is comprised of a series of digital images. Thus, 
Claims 7, 17, 25, 30 & 32 are found to be unpatentable in light of the combined 
teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 
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10. Regarding Claims 8, 18 & 26, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a method, 
system and computer program for image sharing wherein the sharing rule specifies at 
least one of a set of (face) identifying information, a range of (face) identifying 
information and a characteristics of an item or set of (face) identifying information, 
(Sheridan - Col. 10, lines 30-67 & Col. 11, lines 1-22). Thus, Claims 8, 18 & 26 are 
found to be unpatentable in light of the combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 

1 1 . Regarding Claims 9 & 27, Sheridan in view of Kang discloses a method, system 
and computer program for image sharing wherein the sharing rule comprises a rule that 
images are only to be shared with the one or more recipients that are on a (buddy) list, 
(Sheridan - Col. 4, lines 48-67; Col. 5; and Col. 6, lines 1-24). Examiner notes that 
Sheridan teaches a stored list of individuals with whom the user has chosen to share 
images. Further, said list would obviously include friends or "buddies" of the user, and 
as such, could obviously be referred to as a "buddy list". Thus, Claims 9 & 27 are found 
to be unpatentable in light of the combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 

12. Regarding Claims 10 & 28, Sheridan discloses a method, system and computer 
program for image sharing wherein the (face) identifying information (comprises a 
personal name of a person whose face) is in the image, (Sheridan - Col. 10, lines 30-67 
& Col. 1 1 , lines 1-22). Examiner notes that the use of personal names corresponding to 
individuals within the photos would have been obvious in light of the indexing/storage 
functionality within Sheridan wherein the user chooses individuals by name with whom 
particular images will be shared. Thus, Claims 10 & 28 are found to be unpatentable in 
light of the combined teachings of Sheridan in view of Kang. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arrienne M. Lezak whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-3916. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571)-272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Arrienne M. Lezak 

Examiner 
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